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It is a Friday night-in and a knock
bangs at the door. Instead o f the
expected pizza delivery man, there
stands a bearded, stocky man holding
a black funnel and tube — known to
college students everywhere as a beer
bong — which he says will help stop
world hunger.
Though a beer bong may not

bong at a time

seem like the most conventional way
to fight hunger, Cal Poly alumni
Quinn Lewis and Casey Curtis, cre
ated the nonprofit group, BcerBongs
for World Peace (BBFW P) to do
just that. Lewis, who also delivers
for Woodstock’s Pizza, often hand
delivers the beer bongs ordered on
the BBFW P website if they arc in the
San Luis Obispo area.
“We love beer bongs, and we
thought it would be great to start a

company that gives back right off the
hat,” Curtis said. “Most corporations
start with the idea they should make
money, and then they can give back,
but we thought it was such a fiin
idea that we weren’t really interested
in money at all. We just wanted to
spread the idea and the cause.”
With the slogan, “We’re thirsty,
they’re hungry,” BBFW P markets
beer bongs for $10. Each sale feeds
four children, and proceeds go to the
World Food Programme, which is the
world’s largest humanitarian agency
focused on, decreasing worldwide
hunger, according to its website.
Since it began last year, BBFW P
has fed 1,008 children, and the
group plans to feed many more in
the future, Curtis said.
Lewis said the members o f BBF
W P wanted to “channel their energies
and talents into something that is giv
ing back to the world we live in."
He said because he and his friends
like to do freestyle beer bonging,
which involves taking pictures o f
themselves doing beer bongs in out
rageous places, selling them to fight
hunger seemed like the best idea.

“We all kind o f graduated,
and we didn’t want to get into
any real world job, per se,” Lewis
said. “We’ve all kind o f lived here
and been friends for a while. We
all enjoy going out and having
a good time. St), what’s a way we
can continue having a good time,
but at the same time promoting a
progressive world view and helping
out? We decided, ‘Hey, we like to
do beer bongs.’”
Though the group aims to
party for a good cause, Curtis said
they have received some negative
feedback.
Curtis said opposition to the
group’s partying message has been
met by groups that aim to raise
awareness against excessive drink
ing such as Peers Understanding
Listening
Speaking
Educating
(P.U.L.S.Fl.) as well as the alcoholrelated death o f Carson Starkey
in 2008. This also includes some
older members o f the community
and even the parents o f BBFW P
members. However, Curtis said the
see B eer Bong, page 5
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A group of Cal Poly alumni created BeerBongs for World Peace (BBFW P) to hdp
fight world hunger. Each $ 1 0 beer bong mid feeds four hungry children.

— Casey Curtis
BcerBongs for World Peace co-creator

Associated Student Inc. (ASI) election
season is here, and the presidential
candidate banners are Hying.
Active campaigning began Sun
day, and an introduaory forum was
held Tuesday at 11 a.m. in the Uni
versity Union (UU) Plaza in prepara
tion for voting on April 27 and 28.
Liberal studies freshman Kayla
Meints attended the forum, but
said she noticed an overall lack o f
student presence.
“No one was really there," Meints
said. “Not a lot o f people know about
the elections."
The two presidential candidates,
Kiyana Tabrizi and Daniel Galvan,
have btx)ths in the UU Plaza and
election posters around campus. They
spoke briefly at the forum, followed
by introduaions o f each o f the 69
candidates for ASI Board o f Direc
tors. Yet, many students continue to
overlook the ASI eleaion process.
Kinesiology senior Anna Acu
na .said she pays little attention to
ASI elections.
“I think (the candidates’) posters
are cute with how rhyme-y they are,”
Acuña said. “But, other than having
the opportunity to speak with them,
you have no idea what they intend to
do as ASI president.”
O ther students, such as materi
als engineering senior Ryan Satcher, said they can’t make decisions
about either candidate because o f
how difficult it is to access infor
mation about the elections
“I may vote, but probably not,"
Satcher said. "Because I don’t
know anything about it, it would
be hard to vote.”
Not all students, however, are ig
noring the election cycle.
Industrial technology freshman
Katie Brennan said she has wanted
to get involved for a while, and
is doing so by joining the Tabrizi
campaign team.
“1 think it’s important to vote,”
Brennan said. “These are the students
who are going to represent us.”
Tabrizi, a political science se
nior, addressed student disinterest
during her speech, as well as the
see A SI, page 5
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Environmental engineering professor wins w aste-fuil award
K a r le e P r a z a k
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The Journal o f Solid Waste Tech
nology and Management presented
environmental engineering profes
sor Samuel Vigil with the Ira) Zandi
Award for his work in the solid waste
management held. It is one o f four
awards given at the journal s annual
International Conference on Solid
Waste Technology and Manage
ment, which was held March 27 to
30 in Philadelphia.
Regional editor o f the Journal
and professor o f civil and environ
mental
engineering
Shoou-Yuh
Chang anends the conference every
year. He said he had the honor o f sit
ting next to Vigil as the award was
announced and that he was a very
deserving recipient.
“We talked a lot during the con
ference, and I think he’s a very social
and nice person, in addition to his
knowledge in solid waste manage
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ment,” Chang said. “I think it’s very
good (he won the award). It indi
cates his contribution in this area
— he has educated a lot o f students
in solid waste management, and he
deserves this honor.”
Vigil said the award came as a
surprise because he had never at
tended the conference before. In
fact, he said the main reason he at
tended this year was to present two
papers he has recently completed.
The first discusses a research proj
ect that he, Cal Poly associate pro
fessor James Hanson and director
o f Cal Pbly’s Global Waste Research
Institute Nazli Yessler completed for
California a few years ago on com 
post regulation within the U.S.
T h e second was about a project
Vigil is still working on. It uses
a space satellite called an orbit
ing carbon observatory satellite to
identify landfill gas emissions from
different countries.
The Zandi Award is typically
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given to a professor presenting his
or her paper(s) at the conference,
so it surprised Vigil even more as he
flipped through his itinerary packet
arid saw he would receive the award
at a luncheon.
“I didn’t know Ron Mersky (the
conference chair) before this and this
is a different group o f people than
I normally know, so this came as a
complete surprise,” Vigil said. “I’ve
won awards in the past, but nothing
quite as prestigious as this.”
Although this year marked the
26th conference, it was the first
time the award selection com m it
tee had no debate over who would
receive the Zandi Award, said M er
sky, the chair o f the International
Conference and associate profes
sor o f civil engineering at W idener
University.
“In the previous years, we have
looked at such things as: had the
individual advised students who re
ceived a Ph.D in waste management
or have students been published
while working under the individu
al?” Mersky said. “In this case, there
was no debate.”
The committee that selects the
recipients looks at each speaker and
their biography to decide a pK)CcntiaI
winner and make a decision.
The winner is someone who
has significantly contributed to the
waste management field of envi
ronmental engineering. It originally

n awards in the past, but
quite as prestigious as
this.
— Samuel Vigil
Environmental engineering professor

received the name because the re
cipient inspired Iraj Zandi, a former
emeritus professor o f Systems & Na
tional Center Professor o f Resource
Management and Technology at the
University o f Pennsylvania.
“We began giving out this award
to an individual who has inspired
others to go succeed in the field o f
waste management,” Mersky said.
This year, it was based on Vigil’s
work on a textbook he co-authored
as well as his work with the Air and
Waste Management Association,
Mersky said.
“(Vigil) is one o f the authors o f
by far one o f the most commonly
used textbooks; he has thousands o f
students who have learned from him
across the country,” Mersky said.
“He certainly deserves (he award as
.someone who has been very effec
tive in inspiring people in the waste
management field.”

T h e textbook Vigil co-authored,
“Integrated Solid Waste M anage
ment; Engineering Principles and
Management Issues,” was pub
lished in 1993 and is widely used
in his field, Vigil said. In fact, the
text is currently used worldwide
and is published in several differ
ent languages.
Vigil has a bachelor’s degree from
the University o f California, Berke
ley, a master’s in environmental
engineering from Texas A & M Uni
versity and a Ph.D in environmental
engineering from the University o f
California, Davis.
He is a registered civil engineer
in California, a hoard certified en
vironmental engineer and serves
on several environmental engineer
ing hoards, such as the American
Academy of Environmental Engi
neers and the U .S. Green Building
Council.

D aniel O alvan
College of l i ber a I A rts

BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATES
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
FOOD AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Jaeon Colombini
Thomas Conlin
Jacob DeBoer
Kaitlin H arr
Paige Livingston
Tatiana Presti ni nzi
Taylor Serres
Alexa Stanton
Derick Strain
Katie Titus
Evan Vandenberg
Chandler Wilson

COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE
AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
Oscar Bedolla
Bodie Bloyd
Sarah Cawrse
Jared Crawford
Laura Lynch
Dan Marver
Mark Morinishi
Mathew Shin
Landa Willmar

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Buoky Bitten
Ben Brin
Ashley Brooks
Evan Domingue
Eric Freeman
Nolan McDonnell
Jam es Moody
Sean Skyllingstad
Ryan Yanda

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Zachary Antoyan
Matthew Axline
Aaron Borgeson
Tucker Brofft
Jessica Bruno
Ryan Crist
Haley Houle
Julie Logue
Eli McNutt
Maryam Idoeinazad
Katie Morrow
David Rodriguez
KARLEF. PRA7AK MUSTANG DAILY

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
AND MATHEMATICS

ORFALEA COLLEGE OF
BUSINESS
Emily C arr Anderson
Jessica Bell
Katie Brennan
Kevin Capata
Zoo Curhan
Kasey Oeist
Oliver Liu
Paul Marchetti
Spencer Mills
Brianna Mulligan
Robert Riley
M ariasa Telles
Lauren Trott
Rachael Waugh
Layla Zare

**(Safnucl Vigil) ia one of the authors of by far one o f the most commonly used textbooks; he has thousands o f students who
have learned from him across the country,” said Ron Mersky, chair o f the International Conference. Vigil co-authored the
textbook “ Integrated Solid Waste Management: Engineering Principles and Management Issues,” published in 1993.

Nate Honoycutt
Chris Li
Jordan Lippinoott
Derek M^ewaki
Cale Reid
Kaity Sutter
Chelsea Tinsley
Marian Watson
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Giffords to attend husband’s shuttle launch
Scott Powers

As with Discovery, the Endeav
our’s Anal mission is a bitter-sweet
event for the thousands o f space
center employees who worked the
shuttle program, including many
who are losing their jobs.
Kelly, a U .S. Navy captain, will
command Endeavour. He and a crew
o f Ave other astronauts will have
plenty o f work to do during NASA’s
next-to-last shuttle mission.
C hief among them: they’ll be
delivering and installing the alpha
magnetic spectrometcr-2, a $1.5 bil
lion device that has been in develop
ment for 12 years, and delayed sev
eral times.
T h e spectrometer will provide
physicists their most powerful tool
yet to study the farthest reaches o f
the universe, to help understand its
origins. T h e device is designed to
detect charged particles o f cosmic
rays that are released by explod
ing stars. These could include dark
matter and antimatter, two elusive
missing pieces in physicists’ theo
ries o f the makeup o f the universe.
Bill Gerstenmaier, NASA associate
adm inistrator for space operations,
said the science that could come
from the spectrometer could be
“earth shattering.”
“T his is a pretty unique mission
to close out Endeavour’s career,"
Gerstenmaier said. “T h is is not a
run-of-the-m ill mission.”
Endeavour also will carry an
other space station com ponent.

THE ORLANDO SENTINEL

The space shuttle Endeavour is set to
make its Anal launch April 29. But
as it roars aloA through the mid
afternoon sky, the focus may be on
U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords as she
witnesses her husband Mark Kellys
start o f a 14-day mission.
Giffords, an Arizona Democrat
who was critically wounded in the
Tucson shooting that killed six peo
ple and wounded 12 others on Jan.
8, hopes to mark a huge milestone in
her recovery by traveling to Kennedy
Space Center to watch her husband s
fourth launch. Giffords has made a
steady and, her doctors say, remark
able recovery since being shot in the
head by an attempted assassin.
O n Tuesday, NASA’s flight
readiness team at Kennedy Space
C enter finished its evaluations o f
Endeavour, its crew and all mis
sion-critical issues, and declared
everything ready. NASA then offi
cially set the launch for 3 :4 7 p.m.
E D T April 2 9 , for rendezvous with
the International Space Station.
The Bight will be Endeavours
25th since it Arst launched May 7,
1992, and its last. NASA’s newest orbiter will be the second to be retired,
following Discovery, which complet
ed its work when it landed for the
Anal time on March 9. Atlantis will
be the last to launch, now scheduled
for late June.

called the Express Logistics C ar
rier-3, as well as spare parts, a
high-pressure gas tank and m icro
meteoroid shields for the space
station. T h e mission will require
four space walks by the astronauts.
Giffords has been recovering in
a rehabilitation center in Houston
since late January. O n April 8, her
congressional oiAce released a state
ment saying that doctors at the
T IR R Memorial Hermann Hospital
in Houston will have the Anal word
on whether she can attend. “Our
office is making plans for her to at
tend, pending medical approval,”
the statement read.
Giffords is not expected to make
any public appearances.
ITie other Endeavour astronauts
arc Greg Johnson, a retired Air Force
colonel, who will be the pilot; Air
Force Col. Mike Finckc, F.uropcan
Space Agency astronaut Roberto
Vittori, Drew Feustel and Greg
Chamitoff, all mission specialists.
In case delays are required, NASA
officials said their launch window is
clear through May 4, though there
is one conflict with the April 29 date
that was not considered: the British
royal wedding. Gerstenmaier said
many scheduling factors were con
sidered, but he wasn’t aware o f the
wedding date when the launch date
was Arst picked a lew weeks ago.
“I haven’t yet put on our m ani
fest charts: wedding constraints,"
he said.
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“ T hey're p retty close
to g e th e r — I have tw o this
w eek and I had one last
w eek. I have another in tyyo
w eeks."
— Selena Lee.
agricultural business lunioi

“T hey're spread ou t betw een
tw o w eeks — tins w eek and
next week. I have tw o
presentations ir\p la c e of a
m idterm ; I turve to give it
tw ic e .”
I

Tim G ragg.
general engiri€;ering junior
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"I have all m y m idterm s in
w eek five, and then that's it
until finals w eek.'

“ I had one yesterday
(M onday), and I have tw o on
Thursday.’’

— Jeffrey Bryan,
co m p u te r science
sophom ore

— Erin Rusch,
bio lo gical sciences junior

'

A special 4 day event
for all June Qraduates

“ They're spread a p a it

19-22
9 am - 4 Jnn, Friday until noon
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M y classes this quarter are

have one tom onovv
(W erinesday) and then
basically one a w eek nonstop
until fin a ls.”

vill group -ba seo. so m idterm s
aren't as im f)ortant — it's
m ore about com pletin g
certain goals on projects '

— B renda C arlson,
anim al science senior

— A dam Dong,
industrial techrrology
sophom ore
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Beer Bong
continuedfrom page 1

people against the group arc not its
target demographic.
Nathan Huerta, a BBFW P mem
ber and Cal Poly alumnus, said doing
beer bongs is actually more respon
sible than other drinking activities,
such as taking shots downtown.
“Theoretically, you try to take 10
beer bongs in an hour,” Huerta said.
“You might end up very full and not
being able to do it. But if you take 10
shots in an hour, you will be able to
do it, and you will probably be mak
ing dumb decisions because you’re
way too drunk.”
Curtis said he hopes they can
show those against the group that
although college students party, they
are still aware o f world issues and can
contribute to a good cause.
Lewis also said because partying
is so prevalent in college, aiming it
toward something beneficial for the
world shows a positive message.
“You’re not ever going to get rid
o f the drinking culture at college,"

ASI
continuedfrom page I

normal “monotony” o f ASI election fo
rums and debates.
“I ask you just to participate and
vote,” Tabrizi said.“Usually, ASI presi
dents come up here and say they’re go
ing to do this for sustainability, this for
diversity, this for greek affairs and the
list goes on. It’s not that simple. It’s not
a checklist.”
This being said, Tabrizi’s speech fo
cused less on a platform, and more on
the changes she wants to sec in the cul
ture o f ASI.
“(ASI) lacks in a few major skills;
communication and maintaining
and creating relationships,” she said
at the forum.
She said ASI must develop more
transparency, specifically with re
gard to its handling o f the Recre
ation Center closure.
Tabrizi’s opponent’s platform
differed in a few aspects when it
was announced.
Galvan, a sociology senior, said in
his speech that he is running on a threepan platform o f sustainable living, di
versity and advocacy.
“A pbtfbrm serves as a way to hold
me accountable during my term,” Gal
van said. “With no platform, what can
you hold me accounuble for?”

Lewis said. “The least you can do is
turn the energy that you have in that
culture to something good. The very
fact that you arc able to have fun and
drink beer, perhaps take beer bongs,
means that you live in a pretty stable,
enjoyable place. You might as well
help to contribute that kind o f stabil
ity to the rest o f the world through
your partying."
At this time, Lewis said B B FW P
is a “grass-roots effort,” and sells
mostly to Cal Poly students. Curtis
said the group hopes to have an on
line ordering system on its website
by July, but until then, those wish
ing to buy beer bongs must contact
him through the website.
Huerta said buying a beer bong
from BBFW P is a good investmetu
because o f the children it feeds.
“If you want to go out to Fires
tone and get a tri-tip sandwich, it
will cost you $7.99, and with a drink,
you’re looking at $10,” Huerta said.
“It’s filling and delicious, but you
arc only feeding yourself W ith that
same $10, you can buy yourself an
awesome beer bong, feed yourself
and feed four hungry little children.”

Though the group is just starr
ing, Curtis said the majority o f
feedback has been exceptionally
positive. Huerta said he even ob
tained a software specialist job be
cause o f BBFW P.
“In my job interview, the person
who interviewed me said, ‘Give me
your best sales pitch,’ and I guess
she was just thinking I was going to
make something up,” Huerta said. “I
just fully gave her my elevator pitch
on BeerBongs for World Peace. She
just busted up laughing and called
her secretary to get my information
because I was hired on the spot.”
She even bought a beer bong.
Curtis said he hopes the program
will continue far into the future. The
next plan is to have a motor home
donated to the group so it can travel
across the country to different cam
puses and music festivals and sell
beer bongs.
All humor aside, Curtis said the
group aims to spread its philanthrop
ic message.
“In reality, world peace feels good,
and so docs one really fresh, fast beer
bong,” Curtis said.
'

In Chdvan’s speech, he also said he
pledges to enhance communication
between the ASI president and the stu
dent body.
'
“I plan on using technology to
communicate to all Cal Roly students
(through) something as simple as a
one-minute, biweekly YouTube video,”
Galvan said.
T h e ASI presidential candidates
will go head-to-head in a debate
I'hursday in the UU Plaza dur
ing UU hour. Until then, people
involved in ASI, such as ASI sec
retary o f sustainability and biologi
cal sciences freshman Cale Reid,
can only hope the elections begin
to garner more attention.
“As we get closer to the day people
can vote, I imagine aaive campaigning
will ramp up,” Reid said.

Still, other students not asstKiated
with ASI, such as electrical engineering
freshman Spencer Williams, said the
atmosphere on campus docs not show
passion for the elections.
“It doesn’t seem like most people
arc interested in what’s going on,”
Williams said.

PG&E’s record error had no
effect on safety inspections
Maria L. La Ganga
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Attorneys for Pacific Gas & Electric
said that even if the California util
ity’s records about the transmission
line that burst in September, kill
ing eight and destroying 37 homes,
had accurately identified the “seam
type” on its aging pipeline, the util
ity would not have inspected the
line any differently, according to
documents filed with state regula
tors Monday.
As part o f the ongoing investiga
tion into the San Bruno blast, the
state Public Utilities Commission
demanded that PGflcE turn over re
cords relating to the gas pipeline by
the end o f business Monday and to
respond to reports by the National
Transportation Safety Board, which
is looking into the explosion.
The PUC originally demanded
more information from PG&.E, but
the utility asked for additional time to
frxlfill the requests. And even the docu
ments fried Monday did not com
pletely answer the PUC’s questions. In
a February legal filing, the commission
demanded PG & E respond to federal
findings about its gas pipeline records.
On Monday, the utility acknowl
edged that its records incorreedy state
that the scaion of pipe that ruptured
was seamless; in faa, “the pipeline in

the area o f the rupture was constructed
with longimdinal seam-welded pipe.”
N TSB investigators voiced con
cern that the welded sections might
not be as strong as seamless pipes.
Beyond that, however, the docu
ments stated that because the N TSB’s
investigation is ongoing, “PG & E can
not comment.”
However, the documents did say
“the absence of this record discrepancy
would not have impacted PG & E’s
integrity management” o f the aging
pipeline and “thus would not have led
to the discovery o f the longitudinal
seam defea identified by the N TSB.”
The N T SB has asked the North
ern California utility to do an in
tensive record search to find all gas
pipelines that have not been pres
sure-tested and to determine the
safe operating pressures for pipelines
based on their weakest sections.
“PG&E is frilly committed to
making the necessary changes that
will enhance the safety and service of
our gas operations,” spokesman Joe
Molica said in a written statement. “As
we continue to validate our natural gas
transmission system records and an
swer questions about our pipelines, we
recognize that bener record keeping
requirements must be implemented
industrywide.”
The PUC did not respond to calls
requesting comment.
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Freshmen bring ‘Hope for Japan’ with start-up T-shirt company
J . J . Je n k in s
JJJENK1NS.MD@GMA1L.COM

Graphic communication freshman
John Hall, along with industrial en
gineering freshmen Tyler Nuss and
Chad Kihm, electrical engineering
freshman Mark M cNeff and fruit
science freshman Kyle Jackson, are
living out Hall’s dream with the
latest edition o f the college-startup
archetype, a T-shirt company called
Apoc Apparel.
Now, they are ready to take their
business to the next level.
“We all have the drive to see this
succeed and that pushes it a lot,”
Nuss said. “If we were complacent
about it, we wouldn’t sell shirts. We
have a financial and, I think, a per
sonal stake in it. I don’t want to see
something 1 do fail.”
But Apoc is hardly the typical
business. The company’s owners
met at Cal Poly in the fall and use
a blank pantry door in Cerro Vista
as their storefront. The apartment

J . J . JENKINS MUSTANG IMII.Y

Cal Poly freshmen John Hall, Tyler Nuss, Chad Kihm , Mark McNefT and Kyle Jackson started T-shirt com pany Apoc
Apparel in the fall, and used their business to fundraise for Japan relief with “ Hope for Japan” T-shirts, which raised
more than $ 2 ,0 0 0 for the cause. “ I’m so stoked at how many people just love them ,” Nuss said.

holds four types o f T-shirts and will
soon be stocked with a new spring
line o f women’s shirts, v-necks, tank
-tops and regular T-shirts.
Although the freshmen had no
experience starting a T-shirt compa
ny, the owners have elevated Apoc
from an attempt to make money
into a serious project.
In just two months the group
nearly sold out their first run o f
shirts. The initial printing included
four designs spread over 160 shirts
and was little more than a shot in
the dark. Having never sold cloth
ing, the group o f five had little idea
o f how many shirts to order in each
size and failed to make a women’s
shirt — a move they said they plan
to correct in the latest set.
The Apoc name bounced around
the Cerro Vista apartment as shirt
designs including gnomes and air
planes surfaced, but they got a
break when they turned misfortune
see T-shirts, pa ge 8
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— Tyler Nuss
Induftrial engineering freshman
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Lavay Smith and Skillet Lickers bring Ja zz Age glamour to Cal Poly
Victoria Billings
VlCTOIUABILUNGS.MD(g)GMAIL.COM

T h e sultry sounds o f jazz, swing
and jum p blues will fill Cal Po
ly’s Alex & Faye Spanos Theatre
Thursday, as Cal Poly Arts hosts
vocalist Lavay Sm ith and her Red
H ot Skillet Lickers.
Smith is a modern jazz and
blues singer who draws on musical

legends such as Billie Holiday and
Dinah Washington for her vocal
inspiration. She and the Red Hot
Skillet Lickers are a diverse group
o f musicians who play a mixture o f
blues, swing and jazz tunes.
Sm ith got her start in the jazz
world in the late ‘80s, when she
was only 17 years old and heard
that jan is Joplin was a fan o f singer
Bessie Sm ith.

“I went and bought a Bes
sie Sm ith record, and that’s what
started it,” Sm ith said. “I just fell
in love.”
Sm ith started to perform with
the Red Hot Skillet Lickers shortly
after graduating high school, when
she met pianist Chris Siebert at a
club he was performing at in San
Francisco. An impromptu perfor
mance by Sm ith led to the for
mation o f the band, which has
recorded and toured around the
world for the last 20 years.
T h e Skillet Lickers, who got
the name by com bining the names
o f two popular bands from the
1920s, is a seven-piece group made
up o f trum pet, trombone, alto sax
ophone, tenor saxophone, piano,
bass and drums. T h e band’s mem
bers have performed or recorded
with artists such as Duke Elling
ton, Ella Fitzgerald, Ray Charles,
Nat King C ole and Frank Sinatra.
T h e Skillet Lickers are a unique
group, Siebert said, because o f the
vast age differences between musi
cians. T h e youngest member is in
his 30s, while the oldest is 74.
Siebert said the diversity o f age
and experience allows older mem
bers to mentor younger ones.
“T h e band ended up being
something o f a university for blues
music,” Siebert said.
The Skillet Lickers are not only
a university lor blues music, but
also a homage to an age in Ameri
can music, Siebert said. T h e band
is proof this style o f jazz and blues
music remains popular today.
“We sort o f celebrate that mid

century renaissance,” Siebert said.
T hat celebration will come to
Cal Poly, after the efforts o f Cal
Poly. Arts Director Steve Lerian,
who invited Sm ith to perform.
Lerian is a great fan o f Smith
and said he has booked her on pre
vious occasions.
A Lavay Sm ith concert is an
evening well spent, Lerian said,
because o f her movie star stage
personality that is reminiscent o f
Marilyn Monroe.
Lerian said Sm ith also has a
distinct and seductive voice to go
with her persona, and seeing her
band, the Red Hot Skillet Lickers,
is always a treat.
“1 love that she has a very sort
o f sultry voice,” he said. “But 1 also
chink she has one o f the most fan
tastic bands I’ve heard.”
Lerian said he anticipates the
music will appeal to a wide crowd,
ranging from older folks who re
member the golden era o f jazz mu
sic to younger, college-age people
who enjoy swing and dance music.
Cal Poly jazz professor Paul
Rinzler said he recommends those

attending the concert listen for the
danceable rhythm in Sm ith’s mu
sic, which, in addition to impro
visation, is what defines the jazz
genre, he said.
Sm ith’s creative lyrics should
also appeal to audiences.
“Lavay is a singer, and the songs
that she 'sings, they’re really very
clever," Rinzler said. “Lyrics are re
ally very funny sometimes.”
Sm ith’s songs, though sung in
a retro style, often express the at
titude o f a modern, independent
woman, inspired by the strong, in
dependent attitude o f the sirens o f
the jazz Age.
Smith and the Skillet Lickers
will play at 7 p.m. in the Alex &
Faye Spanos Theatre. Tickets are
available in advance at the Per
forming Arts Center T icket O ffice
and are $ 2 9 for students and $36
for the general public.

Editors note: Check out mustangdaily.net fo r an audio slideshow about
Lavay Smith and her Red Hot Skillet
Lickers.

that she has a very sort
voice. But I also think
she has one o f the most
bands I’ve heard.
— Steve Lerian
Cal Poty Ara Direaor

ALL SUNGLASSES $ 4 .9 9
COUHTESY PHOTO
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Lavay Smith, along with her band, the Red Hot Skillet Lickera, will perform
her jaxz-inapired music i t Alex 8c Faye Spanos Iheatre tomorrow at 7 p.m.
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T-shirts
continuedfrom page 6

into hope.
Following the earthquake and
tsunami that ravaged northern
japan last month, the five fresh
men forewent studying for finals
to design and create “Fiope for Ja
pan” shirts. They sent the order to
a printer during their last week in
San Luis Obispo and set up a booth
on Dexter Lawn upon return
ing from spring break. The group
raised more than $ 2 ,2 0 0 by selling
the shirts for $12 each and sent all
proceeds to the Red Cross.
'file group didn’t make a profit,
but the “Fiope for Japan” shirts did
expand its audience.
Almost overnight, Apoc shirts
went from being a rare sighting
away from Cerro Vista to a com 
mon occurrence across campus.
“It’s been really cool, and I’m
so stoked at how many people just
love them, especially seeing them
on people 1 don’t know,” Nuss said.
But getting the shirts out o f
Hall’s pantry and onto the backs
o f Cal Poly students has been no
small task.
“It’s all about persistence,”
Kihm said. “1 have to ask people
(to buy a shirt) two or three times,
then they’ll come by and be stoked
about it. O nce they find out we re
ally care and we arc adamant about
it, then they become adamant
about it.”
7he process usually begins and
ends with Hall, who works on
Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Il
lustrator to design the graphics.
Hall said he draws inspiration
from psychedelic artists from the
‘70s and popular British street
artist, Banksy. After creating the
shirts, he shows the design to the
team for approval before placing a
shirt order.'W ith no official place
o f business, the guys fund their
startup with money they put in
themselves.
They hope to change that in a
few years with a mail order system
that would enable them to ship
their shirts to customers across the
country.
The goal is to be as big as
possible.
“Right now every purchase is a
big deal,” Nuss said. “We want to
get to the point where our finances
are under control and we are com 

7<

fortable making financial purchases. In five years hopefully we’re in

LOWevery purchase is a
... In five years hqpefuUy
we’re in stores across
and we’re as big as ani
— Tyler Nuss
industrial engineering freshman
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corrections
The Mustang Daily staff takes pride
in publishing a daily newspaper for
tfie Cal Poly campus and the neigh
boring community. We appreciate
your readership a ixl are thankful for
,your careful reading. Please send
your correction suggestions to
mustangdaily@gmail.eom.

One o f the many is.sues dominating
the beltway media right now is the
issue o f the debt ceiling.
There seems to be broad consen
sus that the debt ceiling needs to be
raised to prevent the U.S. from go
ing into default on its debt obliga
tions, except among the irresponsible
ranks o f the Tea Party stalwarts. A.s
a clear forewarning, Standard and
Poor downgraded its outlook for the
U.S. government’s debt from stable
to negative on Monday, and in re
sponse, stock markets Icll with the
Dow jones closing down 140 points.
Now let me he clear: In prin
ciple, I’m also against raising the
debt ceiling.
What this means is that, politi
cally, we say it’s O K to borrow more
money — that we increase the credit
limit on our “national credit card.” In
practice what that means is lobbies in
power now support a growing gov
ernment without paying the requisite
bills. Thus, the current generation in
power reaps the benefits yet these
bills will come due for future genera
tions. We can have debates about the
size o f government, but there are no
debates to be had about a $ 14 trillion
national debt — that is money you
and I will have to repay with interest.
To only focus on cutting spend
ing, as the Republicans arc adamant
in doing, is to completely disregard
the political process o f the past de
cades that hxs expanded to more ad
equately address the concerns o f the

notices
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have full autlxxity to make all con
tent decisions without censorship
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underprivileged.
But our consciences have guided
us one way, and our self-interest has
guided us another. It has been a fail
ure o f that same political process to
garner enough support to fully fund
the growth o f government that has
led us to this crisis.
Many on the right believe that
if we raise taxes to fund current
levels o f government, it will reduce
economic growth and make us less
competitive in the long run. But the
growth we experienced even as our
government became more expansive
was funded on borrowed money. It
doesn’t seem fair to say that the level
of welfare spending our parents and
grandparents enjoyed will not lx*
extended to us simply because they
didn’t pay in the first place. Now wc
have to shoulder their burden and tr\'
to figure out how to have a respon
sible, moral and productive society.
Raising the debt ceiling says, in es
sence, it is appropriate to put off debt
obligations to future generations to
meet present short-term political am
bitions. This is why principles don’t
always function properly in the real
world. If Congre.ss doesn’t increase
the debt limit, the U.S. will not be
able to pay the interest it owes on the
debt, which in turn will cause panic
and uncertaint)’ in international mar
kets with reverberating effects, and
potentially, beginning a depression.
The debt ceiling has become a po
litical football for irresponsible elect
ed officials, but it does not attempt
to solve the problem o f our national
debt. If we are to address our debt is

sue, two things must occur: we must
reform the tax code and we must
reform entitlements. Unfortunately,
these two issues are too large for a
single article, so I will only address
tax reform this week.
There are many proposals about
reforming the tax code, and I do not
have a problem admitting that I’m
not sure which proposal would do
the best. I do have faith that, when
the American people are properly
informed (and not misinformed),
they often make the best decision
for the country.
rhere are, however, a number o f
issues people can agree on from the
outset. Many economists have noted
that there are too many exemptions
in the tax code (known as tax ex
penditures since it is tax revenue we
could collect if we didn’t laden the
tax code with these tax preferences).
This has a number o f unintended
consequences. Take the home inter
est deduction. This tax expenditure
effects a number o f Americans, and
over the period from 2006 to 2010,
amounted to more than a $700 bil
lion in decreased tax revenue.
What it .seems to have actually
done is make more people buy larger
homes. Some even cite the interest
deduction in helping to inflate the
housing bubble, though economists
arc divided over how large an effect
it had.
W hat’s important to realize is that
due to our progressive tax structure,
wealthier individuals are able to ben
efit more from tax expenditures be
cause they can deduct a larger total
amount (c.g. a larger home mort
gage) at a higher rate (35 percent in
stead o f say 25 percent).
Wealthy individuals and business
es also have the resources to employ
tax consultants to make sure they take
full advantage o f these tax exemp
tions, while most middle and work
ing class take the standard deduction
because they don’t have the time and
the resources to lower their tax bills
in that fashion. This is how General
Electric can pay nothing in taxes (and
even get a tax rebate), even though the
corporate tax rate is 35 percent.
Many economists promote a flat
tax, often ranging from 16 to 20 per
cent, with the only exemption being
a standard deduction o f say $40,000
for a family o f four. The numbers

can be altered given a certain target
for tax revenue (after all, shouldn’t
taxes be collected for a given level o f
spending rather than collected for
the sake o f taxation), but the over
all structure o f a flat tax does have a
number o f advantages. This would
simplify the tax code and do away
with the myriad o f tax exemptions
that clog the tax code.
Critics o f a flat tax emphasize the
fact that the wealthy, depending on
the level o f tax exemptions, may face
a lower tax bill, which will invariably
be picked up by lower and middle
income individuals.
1 don’t like shifting more o f the
tax burden onto those with less abil
ity to pay and one way to get around
this would be to implement a highly
progressive consumption tax along
with the flat tax on income earnings.
This won’t punish the wealthy simply
for controlling more resources, but it
will punish them for being irresp>onsible with their wealth.
Thus, if Donald Trump wants to
spend millions to investigate whether
President Obama was actually born
in the U .S., he may do so. But he
will face a tax o f say 50 percent on
those spent resources. This gives an
incentive to save and invest (which
is dangerously low for the U.S., with
household debt being a contributing
factor to the recent recession) and
makes consuming for consumption’s
sake more expensive. Again, there
will be some standard deduction
for low-income earners, who often
spend most if not all o f their income
on consumption.
The tax reform debate is really
about what kind o f government wc
want. Do wc want the level o f gov
ernment we have now and pay for
it or would wc rather pay current or
lower rates and do with less?
Before we can address tax reform,
wc must have a consensus on this
question; otherwise, the solutions we
propose won’t actually address the
depths o f the real issue. I feel some
cuts can and should be made, but
correcting the deficit problem will
undoubtedly require increased reve
nue. That increased revenue must be
collected in a manner that is not only
equitable hut also manages to elimi
nate the unintended consequences o f
our current tax structure and keeps
the U.S. competitive internationally.
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Get well
Target rival
Pretty beetle
Baseball plays
Change colors
One, to CorKhita
Elk
Scarxlal
Europe’s secondlargest lake
Cheery tone
Bout enders
Have debts
Sleep
Wheel track
After midnight
PC operating
system
Geneva's river
Ck}llege newbie
‘ Wuthenng
Heights" author
— Paulo, Brazil
Murkiness
Beads, etc.
Rodeo m ar
— garde
Latin I verb
Plenty, to a poet
Chop fine
Glittery fabric
Ancient colonnade
Modify
Orchard product
Join the jousts

DOWN
1 Lick an envelope
2 West Point inst.
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3 Modem word
4 Improvise
(hyph.)
5 Violinist
Menuhin
6 Mournful poem
7 "— Daba Hon
eymoon"
8 Margarita rim
9 Sounding out
10 Bulwark
11 Almond-shaped
12 Simply
13 Crafts partner
21 Early VCRs
23 Corroded
25 Fixing manu
scripts
27 “Mrs. OaKoway"

oiittw

28 Sadat of Egypt
29 Pro golfer
Calvin
31 Holly shrub
32 Tire center

33 Monte Cristo's
title
34 Ms. Lauder
36 Centurion’s
moon
40 Bombeck's
genre
41 Boo-boo
44 Mam meaning
47 Coziest
49 Skimpy top
50 Stiff straw hat
53 Peruvian beast
54 Dr.’s magazine
55 Cruel
56 Desire
57 Shrill bark
59 Debate side
60 Wrench Of
hamrrter
61’ Smack
a mosquito
64 Funny Charlotte
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V

FIGURE THERE
MUST BE A lO T OF
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ROOMS THESt DAYS

GO UP TO A GIRL, SHE
HAS TO GO TO
THE BATHROOM
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Earn $100-$200/shifl. No experience
necessary. International Bartender
School will be back in SLO one
week only. Day/Eve. Classes. Job
placement pt. tim e/full time openings,
limited seating, call today!
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McGrath
continuedfrom page 12

he said.
“I'll take a dedicated, disciplined
player in every aspect o f his life
over the talent,” M cGrath said. “Pa
tience, dedication, discipline and
hard work. Not just on the tennis
court ... that’s what’s going to make
a successful person in life. So I try
to transform that a little bit, as best
I can, with the kids on our team.”
For M cG rath, taking his players’
life into consideration proves he is
dedicated to them. Before games,
he can’t sleep at night and gets up at
about 3 a.m ., which he says drives
his wife nuts. O n his own time, he
likes to play golf — more than he
likes to admit. He tries to hide his
golf habit from his players, but the
biggest role he plays off the court is
being a dad.
“I have a 4-year-old,” he said, re
ferring to his son Maddox. “Right
now, he’s my hobby.”
W ith severe budget cuts loom 
ing on the horizon, M cGrath is
aware that things might get tight
soon for athletics programs. He
said the saving grace is Cal Poly has
a “terrific” new president and new
athletics director.
“Som ething that I tell my play
ers, (is) stay the course, don’t get
out o f the boat, rein it together, let’s
hang in there, we’ll get through it,”
he said.
M cGrath doesn’t plan on jum p
ing ship any time soon either. He
considers Cal Poly his home and
doesn’t have any aspirations to go
elsewhere. He considers the pro
gram on the rise and the com m u
nity involvement as spectacular.
“1 just couldn’t be more happy,”

he said. “I couldn’t see myself any
where else."
Junior Brian MePhee said his
coach is a great guy whose coach
ing style is tailored on an individ
ual basis. MePhee said McGrath
wants them to explore their own
unique styles and feel comfortable
in them. He takes out a lot o f the
anxiety but expects them to give
the court and the classroom their
all.
“Individually, he tends to let us
do our thing as long as we work
hard,” MePhee said. “I ’m blessed
to be playing on this team with
this coaching staff. 1 feel like with
out these people I wouldn’t be as
happy or as strong as I am.”
O ne o f the most memorable
moments with McGrath for junior
Sebastian Bell is when they drove
to Las Vegas for a match.
Two hours into the drive, they
came to a complete traffic dead
lock, where people were even get
ting out o f their cars and sitting
on the highway. They waited, but
there was no movement. Then,
they saw another car drive off the
road onto a dirt path. Shortly after,
they too went offroading.
“He was driving the entire time,
and we’re in the car just laughing it
up," Bell said. “We probably saved
three to four hours o f the trip.
That was a really good trip."
Bell appreciates that McGrath
is able to be focused and intense
while on court, keeping a handle
on the things.
“He makes it clear what our
objective is on the court and
what we’re trying to focus on and
achieve,” he said. “When we’re oft,
it’s our time, and I think that’s key
to being a good college coach and
keeping the positivity o f the play
ers he has around him.”

Lakers
have good days and bad
probably had a bad day
and they had a good

continued fro m page 12

“I think (Jackson) is trying to put
a lot o f onus, on me and Pau to
kind o f step up and do a bit better
job physically with the way we’re
playing defense. Paul was getting
free runs at the basket, three or
four layups.”
As much fretting as the Lakers
arc doing about Paul, there’s very
little about Gasol.
“He’s an All-Star player,” Jackson said, quashing the concept o f
Gasol struggling again in Game 2.
“He’s pretty good.”
Gasol had eight points, made
two o f nine shots and took only
six rebounds, none at the offen
sive end, in the opener. Neither he
nor Kobe Bryant spoke to report
ers Monday.
“There isn’t a player in the
world who plays a sport that
hasn’t had a bad game,” Lamar
Odom said in defense o f Gasol.
For all their past triumphs,
16 NBA championships and 31
Western Conference titles, the
Lakers have a shaky 3-9 scries re
cord when losing Game 1 o f the
opening round.
Not that they’re worried.

— Phil Jackson
Lakers head coach

“It’s not the end o f the world,”
Jackson said calmly. “Teams have
good days and bad days. We prob
ably had a bad day and they had a
good day. Now we have to meet their
energy.”
After their video session ended,
the Lakers opened their doors to re
veal Blake practicing on the court.
He had some marks on his cheek
and neck area but was no longer con
tagious and expected to resume his
regular workload in Game 2.
“Basketball-wise, I felt a lot better
than I thought I would after lying in
bed for seven days,” he said. “I got a
little tired and sat out a couple plays
here and there.”
Blake, averaging four points and
20 minutes a game, still isn’t sure
how he contracted an illness normal
ly reserved for children.
“It’s not like I went up and shook

someone’s hand who had spots all
over them,” he said.
Reserve guard Trey Johnson,
signed last week out o f the Develop
ment League, will stay with the Lak
ers the rest o f the season.
N ot only did Paul have a his
toric G am e 1, but the H ornets tied
the playoff record for fewest turn
overs (three) and became only the
third team in 20 years to have such
an accurate playoff effort from
their reserves.
Led by Aaron Gray (five for five)
and Jarrett Jack (five for six), the
Hornets’ reserves made 16 o f 22
shots (72.7 percent).
Among playoff teams whose
backups took 15 or more shots, only
Milwaukee (75 percent against De
troit, 2006) and Phoenix (74 percent
against the Lakers, 2006) had better
efficiency since 1991.
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Mustangs’ success stems from Justin McGrath
I’t be m ore h a p p y ... I
*t see m yself a n y w h ^
else.
— Justin McGrath
Mens tennis head coach

CHRISTIAN M IllAN M U ST A N G D A IL Y

Men’s tennis head coach Justin McGrath has his team streaking in the Big West. The Mustangs are 4-0 and 14-3 overall.

Katelyn Sweigart
KATELYNSWEICART.MU^GMAIL

M ens tennis head coach Justin M c
Grath doesn’t like being in the spot
light. He would rather the focus be
on his players, who are No. 41 on

the Intercollegiate Tennis Associa
tion (ITA) rankings and is currently
l4 -3 and 4 -0 in the Big West.
“I want to see them walk away
with a great experience — getting
their degree, being a good citizen
out there and walking away with a

competitive experience where we
have an opportunity to win cham
pionships,” M cGrath said. “"Htat,
to me, is the winning formula.”
He started playing tennis at age
11 in Rapid City, S.D . His dad was
an airline pilot, so his family moved

around for his job. W hile he con
sidered him self a multi-sport kid,
he took tennis all through college
in Arkansas. He tried his hand at
coaching at a country club in Tex
as, and later coached at the John
Newcombe Tennis Academy in
New Braunfels, Texas.
Afterward, he got a job as an as
sistant coach at his alma mater. His
first head coaching job was with
the Ragin’ Cajuns at the University
o f Louisiana, Lafayette.
McGrath said there is a notice
able difference between the Ragin’
Cajuns and the Mustangs.
“They came from maybe not as
affluent and maybe not as educat
ed,” he said. “1 think in some ways
it was more difficult for them to
adapt in a college setting.”
Cal Poly athletes, he said, are
mure well-rounded, disciplined
and able to balance difficult aca
demics with their athletics.

W hen he first came to Cal Poly,
the men’s tennis team wasn’t na
tionally ranked, but he felt they
had a competitive spirit and exem
plified what he came to characterize
as Cal Poly students; hard working
with great character, even if they
lacked born talent.
“I do have to say the first year
that I came, those kids really want
ed to have a great senior year, and
those kids actually made it to the
conference, championship at the
tournament,” he said. “And that
wasn’t a very talented team in terms
o f ability but great character.”
Ihis is his fourth season at Cal
Poly and M cGrath said the pro
gram is growing every year. But the
credit for the good seasons goes to
his players. He just tries his best to
help his players by being patient
and just as hard working as them,
see M cG rath, page I I

Lakers turn to Steve Blake for help
Mike Bresnahan
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS AN G ELES — Steve Blake wiU
play in Game 2. So will the Lakers,
presumably.
They’re certainly studying enough,
spending two hours in video review
Monday and enduring enough stops
and starts at the hands o f coach Phil
Jackson to cause a headache.
“We went over everything, pretty
much,” Andrew Bynum said.
The Lakers needed to after their
109-100 loss to New Orleans in the
playoff opener.
Chris Paul ripped apart their
defense, Pau Gasol imploded on
offense and their overall play was
no better than “speckled,” as Jackson called Blake’s appearance a few
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MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

Guafd Steve Blake is expected to play in Game 2 against the New Orleans
Hornets after missing the first game o f the series due to an illness.

days ago.
Blake is over his bout with chickenpox and can only help the I t e r s ’
effort Wednesday to stop Paul, who
had 33 points, 14 assists, seven re
bounds and a brush with history in
Game 1,
It was the fourth time in 3,272
previous playoff games that any
body had as many points, assists
and rebounds. Oscar Robertson did
it twice. Magic Johnson and Walt
Frazier each did it once ... and it had
never happened on the road until
Sunday.
The Lakers tried to funnel Paul to
ward the sideline, desperately trying
to seal o ff the paint, a process Jackson
referred to as “umbrclla-ing.”
To ensure they don’t get poured

on again, steps are being taken de
fensively. In Game 1 the Lakers’
big men were stuck on Paul eight
times after bad defensive switches,
including twice in the fourth quar
ter when Paul drilled jumpers over
Gasol near the top o f the key.
The coaches’ message to the
players Monday: stop switching on
defense. Don’t be lazy. Stay with
your man.
And if Paul squeezes into the
key, Bynum and Gasol need to stop
getting walled off from him by the
Hornets’ big men.
“We can’t let (Paul) have a lot
o f space to just dictate and decide
what he wants to do,” Bynum said.
see Lakers, pa ge I I
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Catcher Chris Hoo became the most popular freshman on the Cal IV»ly baseball
team Tuesday night. Hoo capped a feur-run rally in the eighth inning with a
two-RBI single, helping the Mustangs rally to defeat No. 12 Fresno State 5-4 in
Baggett Stadium. The Mustangs trailed Iresno State 4-1 heading into the eighth,
and four walks, one error and a s i n ^ later, the Mustangs lefr with a one-run
lead. Frankie Reed came on and closed out the win. I^tcher Kyle Anderson
started the game and went 6 1/3 innings and gave up three earned runs.

